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How is it that 2nd Lt Walter Greensted is the only British soldier buried in
Hulste?

The question arises why this individual English soldier was buried in Hulste, since
Hulste was liberated by the Belgian 11th Line Regiment. During the fighting on Oc-
tober 22, 1918, by the 50th Brigade of the Royal Field Artillery, around the Klijt-
berg in Vichte, about 15 kilometers from Hulste, Lieutenant Greensted was seri-
ously wounded while attempting to eliminate a German machine-gun nest. He was
rushed to a rear dressing station in Moorslede, on the other side of the Leie River.
However, all help came too late, and he died of his wounds en route to Hulste. He
was given a grave on the south side of the church. In 1956, his remains were trans-
ferred to the new cemetery on Tieltsestraat. He is the only Commonwealth soldier
buried there in the Hulste war veterans’ memorial park. He is also the only soldier
to have died there from the First World War! All Hulst soldiers who died during
World War | are buried in military cemeteries across Flanders and northern France.
Walter Greensted was 29 years old and originally from Kent in southeastern England.
He was married to Dorothy Clara Odell Carter, who was born in Calcutta, India. They
had two children: Barbara (1915-2002) and Lucas (1917-2005). In 1926, the war widow
Dorothy Greensted married Fred Haggard. She died in 1972.

Flowers on the grave

Leonie Claerbout, a native of Hulste, laid flowers on Walter Greensted’s grave every
November 1st. After her death, Lydie Vandenbroucke took over this tradition and con-
tinued until Lydie’s death in 2009. She did this discreetly, and, in her own words, “out
of admiration and respect for our liberators, the fatherland, and the royal family.” The
tradition was continued by the “Hulste Remembers, Hulste Commemorates” commit-
tee, which is organizing the sixth peace breakfast this year.

Visit

The 22nd of October 2018, exactly 100 years after the death of their ancestor, we wel-
comed a delegation from the Greensted family for the first time. Walter’s descendants
were deeply impressed by the reception and wanted to give something back to thank
the people of Hulste, donating a bench for the memorial park. In 2019, the bench was
installed directly opposite their ancestor’s grave.

11 november 2019 - the Greensted family visit in Hulste



